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The city of Shinjuku in Tokyo boasts many features like Shinjuku station, which
has the largest number of passengers daily, the Fukutoshin area in West Shinjuku
where many skyscrapers such as the Tokyo Municipal Government Building are
concentrated, and the biggest entertainment district, Kabukicho. Shinjuku has a
strong image of a megalopolis, so it may be surprising that the two primary local
industries which have supported the city are actually fabric dyeing, and printing
and bookbinding.

The history of fabric dyeing began in the Kandakonyacho district in the Edo period
about 400 years ago. As the Kanda River basin was becoming urbanized, dyers
moved to the upper stream of the river to seek an ample supply of clear water.
Eventually, fabric dyeing workshops became ubiquitous in Shinjuku about 100
years ago. The development of the printing and bookbinding industry in Shinjuku
started when the corporate predecessor of DNP (Dai Nippon Printing Co. Ltd.)
opened its factory in the Ichigayakagacho district in 1886. The industry became
highly developed as other publishers and their tier factories gradually gathered
in the area.

The two industries have lived on through good and bad times in each area for more
than 100 years. Now, we are going to join together with the purpose of making
our local region Shinjuku prosper further.
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This is‘a city'revitalization preject in which the fabric dyeing and the
printing industries join together:to create new products and projects
by making the most:of their techniques. The purpose.of thé project:is
to inherit the traditional techniques and to make them known:again
+.as.well as to. spawn new aspects of the city by producing items and
ideas which are suitable:for today’s lifestyle buf valuetradition:

The logo mark of the project is the motif of an azalea,which is the
designated flower of Shinjukucity, accentuated by dots which reflect
the komon patterns, It also.inspires hope to bloom everywhere,tobond
together;and to color :the whole ¢city.
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Komon patterns of Shinjuku
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The komon patterns were developed from dyeing samurai warriors’ ceremonial
dress called kamishimo with paper stencils in the beginning of the Edo period.
In the middle of the Edo period when the commoner’s culture culminated, komon
patterns began to be used for kimono and haori jackets. Komon patterns are dyed
by a paper stencil which is the same width of a piece of fabric for kimono called
tanmono and has many small patterns carved meticulously with special drills
and knives. A dyer places a komon paper stencil on fabric and applies paste over it.
The same process is repeated to the end of the fabric with extra attention being
paid towhere one set of patterns ends and another begins. This process was re-
garded as the latest printing technique at that time. The komon patterns of
Shinjuku, which succeeded the traditional, are ever-evolving.
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Shinjukua eity has'been promoting the industries of printing, bookbinding;

fabric dyeing; and-their related businesses:as‘the local industries;which

Sitieeis havé takern root in.thé city for'many years:. The people.in these industries con-

KR tinue to take.onnew.challenges.by making the most of their sophistic’ated

. traditional‘technigues. Shinjuku city began to provide the local industries

:l:tl: 'fji 'f@ —_ with a‘support packag»e in'2018:which specializes in.creating new produ¢ts

. to stimulate their.business, then project “Azalée”was born-by materializing the

knowledge.and ideds from'the people in'these industries. The.name Azalée is

the French word for azalea, which'is the designated flower of Shinjuku:We
Kenichi Yoshizumi hope the local industry’s:continuous development is a favorable influence:. -

- of the Azalée project,and the project-expands‘into every part-of the.city

like the:flowers of the.azalea are in-full'bloom:. ;

Mayor‘of Shinjuku City






